
 
Turf-Tec Insect Flotation Sampler 

 

 
 

Many insects either float naturally or will float in salty water (e.g., a saturated solution of Epson salts). 
This tendency can be used to collect and sample insects like chinch bugs in turfgrass. The Turf-Tec 
Insect Flotation Sampler can be inserted through the thatch in the soil and then filled with water. 
Within minutes insects will float to the surface where they can be removed or counted to make 
population level estimates over space and time.  
  
A soap drench can also be used to flush out sod webworms, armyworms, mole crickets, and 
caterpillars. Mix 8 tablespoons (1/2 cup) of lemon dishwashing liquid in a 5-gallon bucket (1.5 tbsp. 
per gallon or 22 ml). After inserting the 7” Tall Turf-Tec Insect Flotation Sampler into the soil about 3-
4 inches deep, fill the ring with the solution. Observe the area for three minutes, counting the number 
of bugs that emerge. The soapy water will irritate the insect, the insect will release its grasp, and the 
insect will float. 
  
 For chinch bugs, use the Turf-Tec Insect Flotation Sampler in the soil at the margin of a yellowed 
area of grass. Fill the can with the solution and maintain its level above the grass surface for five 
minutes as you watch for chinch bugs to float to the top. 
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Instructions 
IFS1-G - Turf-Tec Insect Flotation Sampler 

 

 

 

 

Place the Turf-Tec Insect Flotation 

Sampler on the area to be tested 

Place a block of wood on top of the 

Turf-Tec Insect Flotation Sampler 

and drive it into the soil about 2-4 

inched deep 

Fill the Turf-Tec Insect Flotation 

Sampler with soapy water and 

allow to stand for 3-5 minutes 

 

 

 

You can also use an optional Turf-

Tec Macroscope to examine the 

insects once they float out of the 

grass and thatch with the Turf-Tec 

Insect Flotation Sampler 

Optional Macroscope 25X shown 

with the Turf-Tec Insect Flotation 

Sampler 

Optional Macroscope 25X shown 

with the Turf-Tec Insect Flotation 

Sampler 

Specifications 

 Six-inch ring (15.24 cm)  
 Height of seven inches (17.78 cm)  

 Sturdy construction  
 Rust proof galvanized metal 16 Gauge (.060 inch)  

 
 
 
 

LIMITED WARRANTY OF TURF-TEC INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTS 
Turfgrass Products Corporation - dba - Turf-Tec International ("Seller") warrants to the final purchaser, that all Turf-Tec International tools will be free from defects in material or workmanship for a 
period of one year from date of purchase. SELLER'S SOLE OBLIGATION AND YOUR EXCLUSIVE REMEDY under this Limited Warranty and, to the extent permitted by law, any warranty or 
condition implied by law, shall be the repair or replacement of parts, without charge, which are defective in material or workmanship and which have not been misused, carelessly handled, or improperly 
repaired by persons other than Turf-Tec International. To make a claim under this Limited Warranty, you must return the complete tool, transportation prepaid, to Turf-Tec International after contacting 
Turf-Tec International and receiving a return authorization number. Please include a dated proof of purchase with your tool.  
 
ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES SHALL BE LIMITED IN DURATION TO ONE YEAR FROM DATE OF PURCHASE. IN NO EVENT SHALL SELLER BE LIABLE FOR ANY 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LIABILITY FOR LOSS OF PROFITS) ARISING FROM THE SALE OR USE OF THIS 
PRODUCT.  
 

Hold Harmless Agreement 
The seller shall protect, defend, indemnify and hold the purchaser and their respective assigns and their attorneys, accountants, employees, officers and directors harmless from and against all losses, 
costs, liabilities, claims, damages and expenses of every kind and character, as incurred, resulting from or relating to or arising out of the inaccuracy of results, injury of user, injury of sports participant, 
turfgrass loss, warranty, covenant or any agreement made by the seller in this agreement. 
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